Effective thyroxine ratio in newborn infants during exchange transfusion.
The effect of blood exchange transfusion on the thyroid has been studied by serially establishing the effective thyroxine ratio (ETR). The ETR value is slightly increased in the newborn infant and the level is further augmented by blood exchange. Since the ETR level is lower in the transfused blood than in the blood of the newborn, the finding points to the good thyroid hormone producing capacity of the neonate.